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A Brief Introduction to Chengdu
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Chengdu, known as Rong (Hibiscus) for short, is the capital
of Sichuan Province. Depicted by an ancient poet as “Out of the
heaven is born the city of Chengdu, a picturesque land dwelled
by tens of thousands of lovely households”, the city is now the
consumption center of western China, a center for life in
southwest China, a National Central City and an emerging world
city. It is also a national center of economy, science and
technology, finance, culture and creativity, and international
exchanges, and an international comprehensive transportation
and communications hub. The city covers an area of 14,300

square kilometers and has jurisdiction over 20 districts (cities)
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and counties as well as the Tianfu New Area (Chengdu) and
Chengdu High-tech Zone. It has a registered population of 14.76
million, a permanent population of 16.33 million and a service
population of 21.83 million. In 2019, Chengdu’s GDP is expected
to exceed 1.7 trillion yuan, and its economic growth rate is
estimated to remain above 8% for 12 consecutive quarters.
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Before the 2018 Spring Festival, General Secretary Xi
Jinping made it clear during his visit to Sichuan that Chengdu

will be supported to turn into a city that fully embodies the new
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development philosophy, pointing out the way for the
development of Chengdu in the new era. Adhering to Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era and guided by his important instructions on the development
of Sichuan and Chengdu, Chengdu practices Xi’s new idea for its
development, plans the overall urban development with the new
development philosophy and resolutely implements the strategic
deployment of “One Main Pillar and Multiple Pivots, and
Coordinated Development of the Five Economic Zones” “Four-
Directions Expansion and All-Fronts Opening-up” made by the
CPC Sichuan Provincial Committee. Determined to deepen
reform and opening up, and push for innovation-driven
development, Chengdu has pinpointed its strategic positioning as
a National Central City, beautiful and livable park city,
international gateway and hub city and world famous cultural
city, and has established its three-step strategic goal for the new
era: by 2020, a well-off society will be built in an all-round way
with high standards, and a National Central City that fully
embodies the new development philosophy will be mostly
accomplished; by 2035, the construction of a beautiful and livable
park city will be accelerated and the building of a pan-European

and pan-Asian international gateway and hub city with
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important influence will be completed; by the middle of this
century, Chengdu will be built into a new modern sustainable
world city.
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Building Chengdu as a National Central City. Grasping the

historical rising opportunity offered by national rejuvenation
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and to upgrade the city in all aspects, we optimize the spatial
structure of the city by building a differentiated development
pattern of “East Advancement, South Expansion, West Control,
North Revitalization and Central Optimization”, pushing for
eastward development beyond the Longquan Mountain, building
a modern and futuristic new city facing the world in the east, and
starting a millennium change of the city outlook from "a city
contained by two mountains' to '‘a city connected by one
mountain'’; we reshape the economic geography of the city and
reform the city management system by breaking the former
“three-tiered” urban structure and forming a new special pattern
of “urban core+ satellite new cities”. We push for high-quality
development by establishing and improving the high-quality
development policy system with the “System Reform of Five
Sectors” as the core , building an open and modern industrial
system that is supported by five advanced manufacturing
industries, five modern service industries and the new economy,
and promoting the formation of an economic work organization
mode that takes industrial functional areas as the carrier,
ecosystem and innovation chain as the core and projects as the
center. As a result, the new economic vitality index of Chengdu

now ranks third in the country. We will resolutely implement the



iImportant strategic deployment made by the CPC Central
Committee on the construction of the Chengdu-Chongging
economic circle, accelerate the integrated development of
Chengdu, Deyang, Meishan and Ziyang, promote the
coordinated development of Chengdu Plain Economic Zone and
the synergized development of the five major economic zones,
thus building a regional development community of shared
benefits. Chengdu has won the 2019 China's Benchmark City for
International Business Environment and the first place in
China's Most Attractive City for Investment seven times in a row.
It has jumped to the 71 place in GaWC's report and stands out
as Beta + city.
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Building Chengdu as a beautiful and livable park city. We
fully implement the park city concept first put forward by
General Secretary Xi Jinping during his visit to Tianfu New Area
by tackling smog with tough measures, reducing traffic
congestion with scientific methods, treating water pollution with
a heave punch and increasing the green space across the city and
by planning and constructing the world's longest
16,900-kilometer Tianfu greenway system and the world's largest
Longquan Mountain Urban Forest Park as the “green heart” of
the city. We take Tianfu Jincheng Park, Jiaozi Park and Luxi
Smart Valley as examples to create six types of park-scenes, and
strive to restore Chengdu to its magnificent past, being
ornamented by greeneries and flowers and well nourished by
waters. We vigorously develop the life service industry by setting
up specialized companies in the field of people’s livelihood, and

expanding the high-quality supply of public services. We build



the network of urban rail transit in rapid pace by implementing
TOD and with accumulated mileage of rail transit in Chengdu up
to 341 kilometers. We also implement the “Ten Major Projects”
and “Five Major Reforms” for the rural rejuvenation, promote
the protection and restoration of Dujiangyan key irrigation area
and western-Sichuan-style Linpan settlements and the
reconstruction of the landscape, highlighting the great beauty of
poetic dwelling. We push for high-performing governance, take
the lead in setting up urban and rural community development
and governance committees in China, adhere to the integration of
urban and rural community development and governance, and
form a new urban governance system with Party organizations at
the core. Chengdu won the 2018 Blue Sky Award for Global
Pioneer Cities in Green and Low Carbon Fields, the first place in
the People’s Livelihood Demonstration Project in China for the
new model of urban and rural community development and
governance, and has been awarded the first place in China's
Happiest City ranking for 11 consecutive years.
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Building Chengdu as an international gateway and hub city.
We are building an international connectivity network with a
global vision. We are speeding up the construction of a
three-dimensional  major  transport system of the
Asia-Chengdu-Europe “air silk road + land silk road” with
Chengdu as the core, which consists of 48 commercial air routes,
14 cargo air routes, 30 international air routes for cultural
tourism, 7 international railway routes and 5 international
rail-sea intermodal routes. We are building an international

logistics system with supply chain mindset, a global distribution
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hub for manufacturing enterprises and a regional delivery hub
for pan-Asian distribution enterprises, and have pooled together
128 logistics enterprises above grade A. In planning the
construction of an international investment and trade platform
we take the free trade zone as a carrier and have built national
ports such as international air and railway ports, the Belt and
Road Initiative import and export commodity distribution
center, and have promoted the experience gained in the
“China-Europe Railway Express LCL and shared shipment” and
“One-Trip-Only for Notarization” pilot programs of Chengdu
Free Trade Pilot Zone in China. In planning the construction of
Chengdu as an international exchanges center, we always keep in
mind the idea of serving the country's overall diplomacy. The
number of foreign consular missions approved in Chengdu has
increased to 19, the number of international sister cities and
friendship cities has climbed up to 103. In addition, Chengdu has
established 25 Overseas Chengdu Workstations in 24 countries.
The passenger throughput of Shuangliu International Airport
has surpassed 50 million while Tianfu International Airport has
begun to take shape. Both of the annual and accumulative
operation count of the China-Europe Railway Express Rail

leaving from Chengdu continues to rank first in China. 301 out of
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the Fortune 500 companies have build up presence in Chengdu.
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Building Chengdu as a world-famous cultural city.
Immersed in the tranquility of nature, Chengdu is well-known
for its profound history and splendid culture. Boasting more than
4,500 years of civilization history and more than 2300 years of

history as a city, it has been eulogized as the Land of Abundance



since ancient times. World natural and cultural heritages such as
Mount Qingcheng and Dujiangyan Irrigation System, Sichuan
Giant Panda Sanctuaries as well as cultural relics such as Wuhou
Shrine, Du Fu Thatched Cottage and Jinsha Site, are renowned
both at home and abroad. Sichuan Opera, Shu Embroidery and
many other intangible cultural heritages have been passed on for
thousands of years. Therefore, Chengdu has been awarded one of
the Best Tourism Cities in China. Adhering to the principle of
nurturing the people and city with culture, Chengdu vigorously
promotes Chinese culture, inherits Bashu civilization, and
develops the Tianfu culture featuring “Innovation and Creation,
Elegance and Fashion, Optimism and Inclusiveness, Friendship
and Public Welfare”. We push for the construction of a
world-famous city of culture and creativity, tourism, and sports,
as well as an international capital of gastronomy, music,
convention and exhibition. By promoting the integrated
development of agriculture, commerce, culture, tourism and
sports, building the city as an international consumption center,
planing and building a number of cultural landmark projects
that embody Chengdu’s cultural characteristics and city spirit,
such as Tianfu Art Center, Panda Planet, Tianfu Olympic Sports

City, etc., we aim at bringing out the unique humanistic charm of



Chengdu. We are now busy preparing the 31st FISU Summer
World University Games in 2021, the 56th World Table Tennis
Championships in 2022, the 18th AFC Asian Cup in 2023 and the
2025 World Games. Taking the culture as the medium and sport
games as the window, Chengdu is embracing the world with

greater openness and confidence.



