
CATANIA COMMITTEE – PHOENIX SISTER CITIES COMMISSION 

MINUTES FROM March 16, 2017 

 

Called to Order: 5:33 pm 

Attendees:  

- Enrico Orsini 

- Terry O’Reilly 

- Gianna Giorgio 

- Ciro 

- Alessia Mogavero 

- Antonio Tripodi 

- Sal Tiralongo 

- Mary Jane Trunzo 

- Rick Gerrard 

- Ally (Intern) 

- Jean (Intern) 

- Reyna (YA) and Guillermo (father) 

- Beck (YA) 

- Eric (YA) and Mike Kennedy (father) 

- Nina Berman (Guest) 

- Janine & Claude (Grenoble Committee – Guests) 

Location: AAIC (AZ American Italian Club) 

Welcome & Introductions 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Last month’s minutes were approved with correction to Terry’s name 

and Japan trip dates (April 5th to 13th) 

Mayor’s International Gala Drawing Tickets:  

- Rick presented; Susan was unable to join the meeting.  

- The gala is the signature fund raising event of the PSC 

- $150 per ticket; limited to 400 attendees 

- Taipei hosting this year 

- Each committee is asked (not required) to sell $2,000 worth of raffle tickets. $100 for 6 tickets or 

$20 each. 

- No need to be present to win. Great prizes.  

- Committee that sells the most tickets get one table paid for; 2nd place gets ½ table paid.  

- If tickets are purchased online, have people cite CATANIA so we get credit for the ticket sales.  

Italian Festival 

- March 25th and 26th at the Scottsdale Civic Center 

- Catania approved $100 entry costs to have space.  Alessia motioned; Terry seconded. All approved.  



- Enrico getting tent from AAIC; if unavailable, Mike Kennedy has one available 

- $15 admission; no cost if volunteering 

- We have 80 hats to sell at the table; $10 each 

- We can sell wine tasting tickets and pass out 5K flyers and Gala tickets.  

- Alessia will volunteer Sat afternoon 

- Enrico and Terry will be there all day, both days.  

- Eric (YA) will volunteer Sunday from 11 a.m. for a couple of hours.  

- Beck (YA) also available Sat or Sunday. 

- Sal can volunteer as well.  

YA Program 

- Catania was first pick or top 3 for the 3 YA. Eric, Beck and Reyna 

- Very excited; leaving in June.  

5K Run 

- Catania to encourage ticket sales as much as possible.  

Wine Tasting Event:  

- Venue Update: Wyndham hotel is closing; need new location: Marshall Gallery on Main St in 

Scottsdale 

o Discussion Update: Janine and Claude have art gallery in Scottsdale; meeting tomorrow to 

ensure available.  

 Piano on location; ASU student can play for $100. Approved by committee.  

 Thanks, Mary Jane!! 

o $30 for members; $35 for non-members; $40 day of 

o Need to find wine glasses and determine food 

o Raffle prizes will be awarded as well 

- War of the Cars at War of the Wines: no change. Plans moving forward.  

- Dario will be the sommelier; no update on French equivalent 

- To Do: 

o Distribute flyers  

o Sell tickets 

o Determine raffle prizes 

o Possibly hire an MC 

o Need to secure professional wine judges 

o Determine day of entry process 

Business Contact updates:  (COPY NOTES FROM FEB) 

- Sal talked about the investment 

Guest: Nina Berman, Director, School of International Letters and Cultures at ASU (whole language 

school) 

- They want better communication and need more Italian students. Program is declining.  

- Give day is 03/17/17 and asked to donate; ASU will match all donations.  



- 7000 students and 200 teachers involved.  

- Nina to promote 5K on campus 

- 3/30 is World Festival 

2017-2018 Budget; keeping same number of events with possibility to add on in Feb/Mar for carnival.  

Adjourned: 6:38 pm 

 

 


