
Phoenix Sister Cities 
Calgary Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 5, 2017 
Armadillo Grill, 1904 E Camelback Rd 

Phoenix, AZ 
 
In attendance: Sherri Fagan, Stephen Thompson, Sally Taylor, John Rice, Janice Mrkonjic, Julie 
Adams, Suzie Austin, Alan Yang, Al Yee, Meng Li Lin, Jean Gallagher, Heidi Hiester 
 

1. Meeting called to order at 6:00pm by John Rice. John stated that he would like to get 
everyone involved in the committee and is looking for volunteers for the various 
activities. 

2. Motion to approve the minutes was made by Alan Yang and seconded by Suzie Austin. 
Minutes were approved. 

3. Sherri Fagan spoke about the Mayor’s Gala on April 27 - this year Taipei, Taiwan is 
being honored. The committees have been asked to sell raffle tickets. The goal is $2000 
per committee with the top seller over that receiving a fee table at the Gala and the 2nd 
top seller over $2000 to receive a half price table. Methods of previous highest sellers 
was to send letters with tickets included and emails with a link to the site to buy tickets. A 
description was given of the planned evening which will include a Chinese dragon, lights, 
dancing, etc. There will be no mayor’s reception this year.   

4. Committee Reports - $352 from the 50/50 raffle is still not showing on the latest report. 
5. Update on Camp Courage - Stephen will reach out to Don Graham to check in with his 

brother who is a Chief in the Calgary Fire Department. There are 2 children who are 
confirmed from Calgary attending the camp this year (Gabe and Brady) and Sue Evasiuk 
is checking to see if any additional campers will be coming.  

6. Canada Day event - the location will be the Blue Hound at the Palomar, 2 E Jefferson St, 
Phoenix, AZ. The event will include appetizers, whiskey tasting and a silent auction for 
gift baskets of whiskey, etc. This will be a two-part event. First, KeatsConnelly will host 
an invitation only event limited to 100 people for KeatsConnelly clients and friends. Then 
Calgary Sister Cities will host a public event. The silent auction will likely be held during 
the invitation only portion and proceeds will go to Sister Cities. The whiskey tasting will 
most likely be part of the public event. Sister Cities Calgary committee needs to find 
items to auction off for the silent auction. Some suggestions are to check with Palomar 
about a free night, U-Haul t-shirt with Canadian print, cigars, etc. Another to do is to look 
into press for the public event.  

7. Stephen and Judy agreed to help with the email list from recent Sister Cities events. 
White Glove treatment needs to be given to people who indicated that they would be 
willing to help out.  

8. Phoenix Sister Cities events: 
a. Early May - War of the Wines and Chinese Dumplings and Beer 
b. 5K Run - Suzie has no update. Janice is participating with a team. Stephen may 

attend. There will be no table at the event but Suzie will be there until the race 
starts at 8am.  

c. There was a proposal for a trip to Calgary for the Stampede in June of 2018 
9. Developing Global Relationships and Sustainability: Creating a Global Network - a cross 

cities conference to be held at ASU Tempe 1-4:30pm on May 1 at the west campus. The 
event is being sponsored by U-Haul, ASU and Phoenix Sister Cities and the panel will 
include representatives from Chengdu, Calgary and Hermosillo.  

10. Call to Public - Did we reach out to Glenn Williamson? He is being invited to the Canada 
Day event. He went through his schedule for the CIABEE at their last meeting and didn’t 



have anything planned for July 1 that time. There is a restaurant named Phoenix Grill in 
Calgary - we should ask them to donate to a Sister Cities raffle. https://www.phoenix-

grill.com/  It looks like there are multiple locations. The main location seems to be: 16061 
Macleod Trail SE, Calgary, AB T2X, Canada 403-509-9111 

11. Meeting adjourned at 5:52pm.  

 

 


